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Dick Knight 2022
Award Winner

THROUGH CQUIET, HUMBLE
service. Richard F  “Dick”
Knight moved the needle un
philanthropy and community
service an the Motthehore unlike
any other. The strength of his characier allowed him
10 butld persomal and professional relationships
that uliimately served our community in deep and
meaningful ways To honor his sransformational
service, each year the MNorhshore Comerunity
Foundation presents an award in his name 10 a
nonprofit leader who represenis his dedicated
characier and immeasurable impaci.

While 1t s commaon lor this award 1o be given
e a director of a nonprofit, for the first time 1his
year, we celehraie the contributions of someone
whe has never afficlally served ot the helm yel
has been cntical in steeving the ship.  Kakki
Taliancich, long-ume Associate Director of the
West 51 Tammany YMCA, i the 2022 recipient
of the Annual Dick Knight Award for Monprofic
Service 10 her comemumniny.

“We honor Dicks legacy by recogmizing
the sicadlast  servant-leadership  Kakki  has
demonsiraled throughout her long career. Her
remarkable. unwavering commitment o the
mission of the YMICA perfectly represents the spirit
in which Dick lived his life.” Bourgeois said.

In 1988, with her young daughter in wow,
Kakki waited patiently for 8 membership spor 1o
open up at the small 0ld Mewine YMCA She was
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eventually able io jomn, bei litile did she know
this was the beginning of & relattonship with the
organization she would serve for 35 years,

From her Midwest roois in Omaha. Mebraska
1o iransplanting o Mew Orleans in her 2is, Kakka
has always had a heari for people, Her early career
in customer service used dthar heart and patienes,
including successfully running a sandwich shop
with her husband in Chalmetie. When she had
her daughier, however, her real connection 1o the
YMCA began and she not only becaine a member,
but it also became pan of her life

When Kakki started going 1o the Melsitic
TMCA, her plan was simply 10 wark out and have &
safe dayeare for her daughier Fate had other plans,
and there she mel Sandra MeDonald, a ¥ Direclor:
and her Muwure best Mmend. In very shon oeder
Sandra saw something in Kakki that personified
the ¥ mission = her love and compassion for all
peeple.  Kakki was hived 10 be 3 part of the 1eam
and she has been on that team ever stnce.

Afier moving from Mewairie 10 help open the
new 56 Tammany Y, things began to come (oll
circle. There was a young neighborhood boy whe
continally jumped the fence when he thoughs

no one was waiching, so he could
play some baskethall. Someone was
waiching though, and Kakki made
sure the boy knew he was welcome o
come through the front deor, weather
he could afford it or not.  She made
him a “voluniesr™ and tha boy stared
with cleaning and sweeping and later
became a camp counselor,

Faest [arward pwenty something years
and that young bay would be hired 10
be Kakkit new boss as the Exccutive
Director of the Wit S0 Tammany YMOA,

“Ivs lunny how it goes around. He
grew wpand did a complewe wrnareund
at the ¥, she said af her boss,

The opporwanity for a life
transformed  exemplilles Kakkis 35
years of sorvice, *1 cannot think of a
single person who deserves this award
more than Kakki,” said Joey Roberts,
Executive Direcior of the West 5.
Tammany YMCA “She brings the kind
of love ond commitment that youw
cannol expliin on paper.”

Kakki credits her father with her
tireless work ethic bui also explains
how she never wanied to climb the
Eaclder or 1ake the Executive Directer
tithe. “1 never aspired for that position
1 wanied the freedom 1o work direcely
with the people who came in and not
gel bogged down,” she said.

Kakki has recemtly metired
[rom the West 56 Tammany YMCA
Associate Director position and she,
her hushand Bab, daughter Erinn and
granddsughier Blake are all moving
1o a litle Sacre farm with 2 pond
in Folsom o garden and fish and
raise horses. 1t 1s something | have
abways wanted. It s my hitle slice of
Heaven and being able to spend more
ume with my granddaughier i the
lcing on the cake,” said Kakki, A very
flitting, revrement from o professonal
life served commmitied 10 others @



